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1. I HAD LONG AND VERY FRIENDLY TALK WITH LABOR MINISTER DIONII 
COPPO YESTERDAY ( APRIL 3) WHOM I HAD MET BEFORE ON NUMEROUS 
OCCASIONS. HE HAD IN EARLY HOURS THAT MORNING FINALLY BROUGHT 
LONG- DRAWN OUT METALMECHANICS NEGOTIATIONS TO PRELIMINARY 
AGREEMENT. 

I CONGRATULATED HIM WARMLY ON HIS SUCCESS. EVEN 
APART FROM PERSONAL CONSIDERATIONS AS LABOR MINISTER, IT WAS PLAIN 
THAT HE BELIEVED HE HAD MADE A MAJOR POLITICAL ACHIEVEMENT NOT ONLY 
FOR ANDREOTTI GOVERNMENT BUT FOR COUNTRY AS A WHOLE. 

2. COPPO SAID HE WAS CONVINCED AGREEMENT CAME A VERY CRUCIAL 
MOMENT, EXPLAINING PCI, PSI AND LEFT WING DC ELEMENTS, PARTICULARLY 
DONAT- CATTIN, HAD APPARENTLY DECIDED ON ANOTHER EFFORT TO 
UNDERMINE 

IF NOT IN FACT BRING DOWN ANDREOTTI GOVERNMENT. THESE PEOPLE 
ENCOURAGED 

REACTIONS WHICH WERE DEVELOPING AT FIAT AND AQUILA TO MANAGEMENT' S 
TAKING LEGAL ACTION AGAINST, WORKERS GUILTY OF VIOLENCE, PROPERTY 
DAMAGE, ETC., DURING RECENT STRIKES. WHILE THIS STILL REMAINS 
AN UNRESOLVED ISSUE, COPPO DECLARED OF METALMECHANICS ACCORD 
HAD NOT BEEN REACHED, MATTER AT FIAT WOULD SOON HAVE REQUIRED 
POLICE INTERVENTION ( DONAT- CATTIN WAS UP TO NO GOOD IN TURNIN 
DURING THIS TIME) WITH SUBSEQUENT PP ARLIAMENT ARY INTERROGATIONS 
AND RISK OF A VOTE IN PARLIAMENT WHERE A MAJORITY WOULD ALMOST 
CERTAINLY HAVE TAKEN A PRO- WORKER, ANTI- GOVERNMENT POSITION. 

HE ADDED PRESIDENT LEONE HAD CALLED HIM THAT DAY TO CONGRATULATE 
HIM FOR HIS ACCOMPLISHMENT. 
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3. IN ANSWER TO MY QUESTIONS, COPPO AGREED THAT LABOR COSTS OF 
THIS CONTRACT WERE QUITE CONSIDERABLE, DUE MORE TO FRINGE 
BENEFITS AND OTHER INNOVATIONS THAN WAGE INCREASES. MAIN 
ACHIEVEMENT 

HOWEVER IS THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE AGREEMENT CAN USHER IN A NEW 
ERA IN LABOR MANAGEMENT RELATIONS. TIME AND AGAIN. COPPO SAID, 

HE WARNED LABOR REPRESENTATIVES- AND HE COULD SPEAK AS AN EX- LABOR 
LEADER- THAT WAGE INCREASES AND FRINGE BENEFITS MUST BE MATCHED 
BY INCREASED PRODUCTIVITY, BY ECONOMIC RECOVERY, OTHERWISE HALF 
OF ITALIAN INDUSTRY WOULD BE FORCED OUT OF BUSINESS. HE SEEMED 
HOPEFUL THAT WORKERS, ALL IN ALL, RECOGNIZED THIS FACT AND SET 
ABOUT INCREASING PLANT PRODUCTIVITY, AND WORK WITH A NEW MOOD; 
OTHERWISE THEIR GAINS WOULD VANISH. HE NOTED THAT UNDER HIS 
GUIDANCE NEGOTIATIONS PROCEEDED CALMLY, WITHOUT ACRIMONIOUS 
EXCHANGES. 

4. ON POLITICAL QUESTIONS, COPPO SHOWED CONCERN FOR THE PRESENT 
GOVERNMENT, BUT WAS NEVERTHELESS NOT TOO PESSIMISTIC ABOUT FUTURE 
PROSPECTS. I THOUGHT HE SEEMED FOND OF ANDREOTTI, LOYAL TO HIM. 

HE DID NOT OPPOSE TALKS WITH THE PSI ABOUT A NEW COALITION, BUT WAS 
EXTREMELY WARY, WARNING THEIR PROMISES AND COMMITMENTS COULD 
NOT BE TRUSTED. HE WOULD WANT THEM TO RETURN TO THE COALITION, 
PROVIDING THIS WERE PREFERABLE TO THE PRESENT SITUATION, BUT HE 
IS NOT SURE THIS IS NOW THE CASE. HE EXPRESSED SKEPTICISM ABOUT 
THE VIEW SOMETIMES HEARD THAT CONTINUED REJECTIN OF THE SOCIALISTS 
WOULD DRIVE THEM INTO THE ARMS OF THE COMMUNISTS, WONDERING 
INSTEAD IF THERE WOULD NOT BE SOME BENEFIT IN SEEING IUST WHAT 
WOULD HAPPEN. HE SPECULATED THAT PERHAPS NOT MORE THAN 25-30 PER 
CENT OF THE 
EEEEEEEE 
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